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TASER RETRAINING — POLICE OFFICERS 

616. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Police: 

I refer to a response to a parliamentary question in March 2010 in which the minister responded that there were 
582 police officers who had not requalified for Taser training. 

(1) What is the reason for this? 

(2) Does it relate to insufficient resources? 

(3) Are operational police who have failed to requalify still able to carry and use Tasers, even though they 
have not done that retraining? 

(4) Is the minister concerned by the Corruption and Crime Commission comment that the scenarios in 
interactive Taser training do not include scenarios relating to Indigenous people? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

That is quite a lengthy question and the Leader of the Opposition is coming at it from different angles. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: If members opposite want an answer, I suggest that they keep quiet because I will not 
have interruptions like I had before. I am happy to answer the Leader of the Opposition but I do not want puerile 
comments made by a load of Dumbos sitting opposite. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Minister, if you start to give an answer, you will find that people won’t interject—if you’re 
actually giving an answer. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I have not started and they have already started!  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: You’ve never given an answer in your whole life! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Listen, there we go! We have the member for Joondalup leaping on! 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Just start your answer; just give an answer for once. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: In response — 

(1)–(3) The answer I gave to—I think it was a question on notice back in March that the Leader of the 
Opposition referred to. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: That is right; yes. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I have not got the paper in front of me and I cannot recall what the number was. There 
were how many — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It was 582. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: There were 582 officers who were awaiting — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: There were 582 not requalified with their Taser training as of 18 March 2010. Why is that so? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will tell the Leader of the Opposition what it is. The information that I am given in 
relation to Taser training is that every officer who is going to do front-line service will need to requalify again 
after, I think, 12 months. They have to go and do another course to retrain to make sure that they are up to 
standard after 12 months. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So why haven’t they all done that? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The reason that they have not all done it at this stage is that we have about 5 800 police 
officers and we are getting more and more out on the streets carrying out front-line duties. Unfortunately, we 
have — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It is not possible to take all those coppers and retrain them on one day, so they have to do 
it in stages. They are doing that in stages. 
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Mr P. Papalia: It’s not like it’s controversial or anything! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The answer to the first part of the question is that is the reason why it is taking longer than 
we would like.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: So are you satisfied that there are sufficient resources for this training? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes. I am satisfied that there are sufficient resources for that training. In answer to the 
other part of the question, which I think was — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Can they still use the Tasers even though they have not done the requalification? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am informed that they cannot once they have reached that time when they need to go to 
get requalified. If they have not done it by that time, then they are not able to use Tasers out on front-line duties.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Can they carry them? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Not as far as I am aware. Obviously, there are quite a few officers who have had Taser 
training and are qualified and are then moved into a different area where they would not need to carry a Taser or 
deploy one. So some of those officers wait until they think that they are going to go back on front-line duties 
where they would need to be able to use a Taser, then they will go to get requalified again. The commissioner I 
believe has this one in hand — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What about the lack of Indigenous people in the scenarios for the interactive training? Does 
that concern you as a minister, given what we now know? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not quite sure what the Leader of the Opposition means by that. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: There’s an interactive Taser training system which includes a number of scenarios. Those 
scenarios aren’t Australian and there are no Indigenous people in those scenarios. Does that concern you as a 
minister? Will you do something about it? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Let me just say that the Leader of the Opposition is talking about the final report of the — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: The CCC made that comment. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Just calm down! I have to tell the Leader of the Opposition that there is a big difference 
between the final report and the draft report, which I have seen, which has not been made public. I believe it may 
be made public at some stage. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: That’s sort of irrelevant to my question, I think. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, it is not, because there are some big areas that cover some of the parts of the question 
that the Leader of the Opposition has asked today.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am very disappointed that the Corruption and Crime Commission did not include those, 
and I know the police are very disappointed because they were not advised that they would not be included. 
They were asked to comment on the draft report.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: Were they expunged? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We will expunge the member shortly!  

Do I have a concern? No; I think the police are doing a very good job at the moment. In relation to the use of 
Tasers, we have seen an extensive review by police, and not only by police themselves; an expert was brought 
over from the United Kingdom to also evaluate the Taser review. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Two weeks he was here! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: As the Leader of the Opposition knows, the CCC is still carrying out its review into the 
use of Tasers, and I am sure that it will come down with a further report at some stage. From what I have seen of 
the draft report, I can tell members that it is very complimentary to the police on the way they have carried out 
the review and they are carrying out their duties.  
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Ms M.M. Quirk: Why have they changed it? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Good question; I would love to know. That may come out in due course; I hope it does. 
But do I have any concerns? No, I do not; I have full confidence in our police officers. Out of 5 800 police 
officers, there will be the odd one who does the wrong thing and who acts inappropriately—of course there will 
be. It is the same as we have in Parliament; we have the odd member of Parliament who acts inappropriately, and 
we have obviously seen that in this place from time to time. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: The member for Vasse! Leave the member for Vasse alone; stop picking on him! 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Mindarie! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I hope that the Leader of the Opposition is satisfied with that answer; if he wants any 
more information, I am happy to get it for him. 
 


